
Camping reservation services more than convenient. They
could help offset this summer’s high gas prices.

This summer’s expected high gas prices will likely fuel a change in campers’ attitudes

towards camping reservation services. Besides offering great convenience, camping

reservations, in the coming weeks, will be seen as making considerable economic sense,

too.

Although Energy Department predictions in recent weeks vary greatly, pegging the price

of gas this summer anywhere between $1.80 and $1.46 per gallon, one forecast can be

made with unabashed accuracy – consumers will be paying more for gas this summer.

Enough of an increase that campers – particularly the estimated 30 million RV

enthusiasts in the US – will be thinking twice before hitting the open road without a

confirmed destination.

Clearly, knowing where you’re going to stay tonight, tomorrow night, and the night after

will never be more crucial this summer. Recreation statistics tell us that, on average,

people travel 80 miles from their homes to their reserved campsite. Those without a

reservation, may be forced to search at least another 50 miles beyond, looking for a site.

Suddenly, they’ve traveled 130 miles from home and they still may not have a place to

camp for the night. Considering the average mileage one is likely to get from a Class A

motorhome is seven or eight miles per gallon, racking up the miles in the wayward

pursuit of that elusive campsite begins to sound frustratingly familiar, especially if one is

paying upwards of 25 percent more – cha-ching, cha-ching,

“Campsite reservations have already proven themselves from a convenience standpoint

and as a means to preventing disappointment and frustration,” says Andrew Kirkham,

senior vice president of ReserveAmerica, the nation’s leading provider of camping

reservation services. “In the coming weeks, we’ll see how they provide real, tangible cost

savings for campers and other outdoor enthusiasts.”



Apparently, the simple fear of fuel increases has prompted more people to use reservation

services, earlier and more often. Campsite reservations at ReserveAmerica, for instance,

are running more than 40 percent ahead of last year’s pace.

Mr. Kirkham points out, the increased urgency to pre-plan camping vacations for

economic reasons this summer, coupled with the ability to quickly and easily book sites

via the Internet, will intensify the competition for campsites this season.

“We’re expecting extremely high demand this summer,” he says. “Those hoping to camp

at state or federal facilities this summer will be disappointed if they don’t book soon. For

instance, our Internet reservations increased from only four percent of total reservations

in 1999 to more than 25 percent, so far, in 2000.”

Complicating matters further is the fact that high gas prices will likely motivate summer

campers to stay closer to home. In turn, this will result in heavier than usual use of

facilities near highly populated areas. Again, underscoring the need to book early.

ReserveAmerica is the leader in campground reservation services, providing Internet

and/or telephone reservation services to more than 150,000 campsites in 15 states and

through the National Recreation Reservation Service™ (NRRS™), a one-stop,

centralized reservation service for USDA Forest Service and the US Army Corps of

Engineers recreation facilities. State facilities can be reserved through ReserveAmerica

by visiting www.ReserveAmerica.com. NRRS™ facilities can be booked at

www.reserveusa.com or calling toll free 1-877-444-6777.
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